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Preliminary Budget Plan keeps focus on students, instructional programming 
Public Forum on Budget set for March 14 

The arduous task of developing a budget for Williamsville Central Schools is in full swing. As we work 
to finalize a spending plan for 2006-07, we face the major-league challenge of balancing what is needed to 
serve the best interests of our students with what taxpayers can support.  

At February’s Board of Education meeting, I presented the Preliminary Budget for the 2006-07 school 
year. This $139.4 million preliminary proposal reflects a spending increase of 4.69 percent over the current 
year. Nearly half of this increase – 2.01 percent – is related directly to significant increases in state-mandated 
retirement contributions, health insurance costs, utilities, and diesel fuel. However, the budget continues all 
instructional and support programs; maintains current class size; and provides for certain program 
enhancements that would have a direct and positive impact on students. These program enhancements include 
two additional social worker positions so that each of our four middle schools will have a full time social 
worker on staff; an additional music teacher to support a full orchestra at each of our three high schools; 
funding for a summer kindergarten camp; and continued support of the District planetarium.  Also, I plan to 
recommend a Facilities Improvement and Preservation Plan which would result in a special proposition on the 
May ballot. This five-to-seven year plan includes facilities work at all 13 schools related to energy conservation, 
infrastructure improvements, health and safety issues, and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

As in the past, the revenue picture provides ongoing challenges for us. Williamsville’s share of state 
education aid continues to shrink as a percentage of total spending. Based on the Governor’s budget proposal, 
only 19.18 percent of the District’s revenues will come from the state, shifting more of the cost of education 
onto local taxpayers. Based on the 2006-07 Preliminary Budget amount and a review of historical data for 
property assessments and revenues, we are estimating a tax rate increase of between 1.15 and 3.11 percent for 
District residents. This is a conservative estimate that we hope will be reduced further as revenues are finalized 
prior to when the tax rate is set in August. 

  As superintendent, I take my role as steward of your tax dollars very seriously. The school tax rate for 
District homeowners is currently $19.47 per $1,000 of assessed valuation. This places Williamsville 22nd among 
42 school districts in Erie and Niagara counties when the true value tax rates are compared.  If you consider the 
caliber of our product – widely regarded as one of the best in Western New York – and you factor in the 
comparatively low amount of state aid our district receives, a Williamsville education continues to be an 
excellent value for our community.  

The school board will hold a public forum about the budget on Tuesday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
District Office Boardroom. A budget work session, also open to the public, will be held Tuesday, March 28. 
Community input is critical as we develop this spending plan and I encourage you to take advantage of these 
opportunities to get involved in the process.  

When the school board adopts a budget in April, Mr. Thomas Maturski, Assistant Superintendent for 
Finance and Management Services, and I will be available to answer questions and meet with any community 
group interested in learning more about the spending plan. Please call the District Office at 626-8000 if you 
have questions or would like to schedule a meeting for your group.   


